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13 HER STORY

eep in a police archive, in
the sickly glow of a
buzzing CRT monitor,
we’re watching videos of
ayoung woman talkingtoa
detective. A series of interviews
about a 1994 murder have been
broken into hundreds of pieces
and stored, out of order, in an
archaic database. Now we’re
trying to piece them together.
And although the clips are short,
the more we see, the more we
learn about the woman, the dead
man, and the surrounding events.

If none of that sounds especially
game-like, it’s also worth noting
that Her Story is set entirely on the
desktop of an old PC. You sort
through its labyrinth of video by
searching for keywords, but there’s
no set path. The way its full-motion
video narrative is told will be
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different for everyone - you might
find a clip in the first minute that we
didn’t uncover until the last hour.
What’s remarkable about this
nonlinear structure is that, despite
it, the story unravels in a way that
feels natural — and with twists and
turns that feel like they could have
been scripted. You think you have it
all figured out, then find a clip that
makes you rethink the entire story:.
You hate the woman one minute,
sympathise with her the next. You
see something in a clip that has you
frantically searching for one you
found earlier that didn’t make sense

"YOU THINKYOU HAVE ITALL
FIGURED OUT, THEN FIND A
CLIP THAT MAKES YOU
RETHINK THE ENTIRE STORY"

Viva Seifert, who plays the lead character, is a former
Olympic gymnast, and currently plays drums and
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but has suddenly become clear. It's a
game about revelations.

LOST IN THE SYSTEM

You can store clips to refer to later, or
tag them with your own keywords,
but there’s no way of ever simply
playing them in order. This means
you have to piece the story together
in your head, knowing you might be
proven wrong at any momentbya
passing contradiction or shocking
reveal in another snippet.

As such, Sam Barlow’s game is as
much about your interpretation of
the story as the story itself. [s this
what really happened, or are you
projecting your own prejudices or
insecurities onto this woman? When
you find a clip, a square is filled on a
database tracker - green for clips
you've seen, red for ones you
haven’t. This gives you an idea of
how much of the story you're
missing, and you'll feel compelled to
find every last morsel.

You can ‘finish’ the game at any
point, rolling the credits, but there’s
no clear, neat ending that explains
everything, even if you find every
clip. Your own version of events,
based on the conclusions you've
drawn, is the only closure you'll get.

And it seems so easy at first. You
type in words like MURDER and
BODY. Lots of results come back and
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